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he survived her only two months, dying in 1148; so
that his three-year-old child, Alfonso IX. was an
orphan, and a mark for the ambition of his nearest
kindred. His nobles quarrelled about him ; his uncle,
Don Fernando of Leon, claimed the custody of him;
and the citizens of Burgos were driven so hard that
they were obliged to undertake to yield him up. But
on the way to the hall where he was to be given to his
* uncle, the child, then five years old, cried bitterly,
struggled hard, and clung to the knight who was
carrying him. To pacify him he was taken into a
house, where was Don Pedro Munez of Fuente Almega,
one of the nobles who most distrusted the King of
Leon. He wrapped the little fellow in his cloak, and
rode off with him, too discreet it seems to cry again,
and took him to San Esteban ; whence he was carried
to the strong castle of Avila, where he was safely kept
till his eleventh year, though Fernando had obtained
the rest of the country. The faithfulness of the meri^
of Avila became a proverb in the country.
Almeria had fallen under a chief named Maimu,
whose galleys infested the Mediterranean with their
piracies. It was so rich that the saying was that the
streets were pearl, the dust gold, and the gardens
paradise, and.Granada was only a sort of farm to it.
The Genoese, then the chief merchants of the western
Mediterranean, offered their aid to the Count of Bar-
celona, regent of Aragon, to. root out this nest of
pirates, and it was besieged and taken in 1147. The
Genoese accepted no part of the plunder save a great
cup, called of emerald, but probably malachite, which
they believed to be the same with the Saint Greal of
the north, the Cup of the First Communion. Almeria

